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bioverita – Mission Statement 
 

bioverita has been joined by plant breeders, seed growers, farmers, food processors and 
traders. They consider organic and biodynamic plant breeding (always referred to as organic 
plant breeding in the text) as essential and indispensable in order for organic farming to 
thrive and evolve. The impulse for the work of the organic plant breeders emerged more than 
30 years ago from the biodynamic movement. 
 
Crops plants form the basis of human culture 
Crops plants form the basis for our food supply and our cultural development.  Breeding as a 
co-evolutionary process has been taking place for thousands of years. Breeding as a 
“conversation” is a “dialogue” with plants, which means it is a mutual interaction.  This 
presents us with difficulties since plants are so different from us. Nevertheless or precisely 
because of this, plants and breeders interact in the breeding process. The breeders build a 
personal relationship with the plants. In their reactions, they observe whether their 
assumptions are correct and whether the desired changes are possible whilst respecting the 
nature of the plant. The result is a dialogue with the plant spanning many years rather than a 
monologue by breeder.  

Breeding incorporates genetic insights. But it goes far beyond the selection of suitable genes 
as a plant is more than the sum of its genes. 

Environmental factors can influence the genetic makeup and therefore the breeding. A 
reductionist view of breeding which focuses solely on genes is too narrow. 

Breeding involves the local, cyclic and intergenerational dimensions of a plant. 

Breeding also means development of life communities, such as host-pathogen relationships, 
soil-mycorrhiza-networks, mixed cultivation, plant communities and plant-animal 
communities. 

The dignity of a plant does spring into existence by itself. Rather it occurs when we ascribe 
an intrinsic value to the plant, independent of human interests. This view obliges us to 
oppose plants being treated purely as machines. 

Organic cultivation forms the spatial limit, the integrity of the cell the technical limit (no 
interventions below the cell level) and patent prohibition the legal limit. 

Organic plant breeding takes these limits into account and is committed to preserving the 
reproductive capacity, the autonomy and the viability of the crop plants.  Bioverita is open to 
new scientific knowledge and methods as long as they are compatible with our principles. 

Organic plant breeding is characterized by openness towards the plant, the environment and 
its cultural and social environment. 
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Breeding mission statement 
 

1. Breeding with and for the location 
All plants are being exposed to their environment and which form a unit together with their 
location.  In the course of their growth, plants “internalize” the living conditions of their 
environment.  These influence their entire developmental physiology, which not only plays a 
decisive role in shaping the form and structure but also in the yield and quality of the plants.  
Any change in the location has an impact on the plant stock. 

The most important breeding progress in all crop plants over the last 120 years mainly 
consists of adaptation to the progressive intensification of agricultural production. 

If varieties adapted to the cultivation conditions of organic farming are to be grown optimally, 
the yield potential of long-term organically  cultivated sites must be taken into account.  The 
organic cultivation of crop plants takes place at the organic site itself. 
 

2. Reproducible varieties 
Varieties for organic farming should be reproducible. Varieties capable of reproduction 
provide the basis for a sustainable and socially acceptable development of agriculture and 
processing, so that organic plant breeding can develop further.  
 
Hybrid varieties limit the free availability of seeds at several levels. Bioverita therefore does 
not allow hybrids to be labeled with the bioverita label.  
 
Objectives  
 
We want to achieve the following through our activities: 

• Familiarize many people with the bioverita philosophy.  
• For consumers to recognize the added value of organic crop breeding as a benefit to 

society and to support potential additional costs. 
• Ensure the existence of good varieties with more flavor and which are pleasant to eat. 
• Improve familiarity with organic plant breeding along the entire value chain.  
• Increase the cultivation of organic cultivars by organic farmers. 
• Secure or improved income for farms. 
• Better environmental performance on farms by increasing the use of organic crop 

varieties. 
• Make available robust varieties suitable for organic farming. 
• Ensure the existence of GMO-free agriculture from start to finish. 
• Increase market familiarity with varieties from organic plant breeding.  
• Ensure active development of biodiversity and a wide range of varieties. 

 
In so doing we are guided by our breeding guidelines, as well as by the regulations and 
statutes of the association. For the implementation of activities the association has a strategy 
paper which is reviewed by the board at regular intervals and adapted accordingly. 
 


